Patient consent in seven medical-care institutions.
An exploratory study of the patient consent process was conducted in seven large medical-surgical institutions. Analysis of the most recent literature on consent and of data provided by knowledgeable persons in each facility led to the conclusions that (1) the primary intent of obtaining patient consent is to legally protect the hospital and the physician, (2) legal and educational objectives are confused and entangled in the consent process, (3) legal objectives are not adequately met in any facility, and (4) the potential for sophisticated patient education is dim given existing procedures.